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Abstract: Semantic is a branch of linguistic that deals with meaning. There are many semantic 

structures in word in every language. Synonym is also one of them. It is a branch of semantics that 

deals with similar meaning or sameness of meaning. They exist in every word and part of speech like 

nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. Synonyms are two different words that have the same or very 

similar meaning with each other. There are various synonyms in Bodo language also. For example: 

“buhum” means ‘world’ in English. In the same way, ‘buhum’ is also utter as mulug, sͻŋsar which 

means ‘world’. They are related and similar in meaning and interchangeable in sentence. Thus they 

are synonymous of Bodo. Besides that, there are various types and patterns of synonyms in Bodo. 

The area of the study will confine to discuss about synonyms, its types and various patterns that 

found in Bodo language. 
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1. Introduction  

Synonym is a branch of semantic where sense with several names is studied. Semantics is the branch 

of linguistics which focuses on the study of meaning. Synonyms are two or more different words that 

have the same or very similar meaning to each other. It is a word, morpheme or phrase that means 

precisely or nearly the same as another word in a given language. The word synonym comes from 

the Greek word ‘syn’ and ‘onoma’ which mean “together” and “name” respectively. It means 

synonymy refers to a relationship of sameness of meaning. According to R.L Varshney, “one sense 

with several names is synonymy that is two items are synonymous when they have the same sense. 

Lexical items can be regarded as synonymous if they can be interchanged without altering the 

meaning of an utterance.”1 Leech also defines that “synonymy is more than one form having the 

same meaning”2   

1.1 Aims and objectives of the study 

The main aims and objectives of the study are: 

i) To identify and understand synonyms in Bodo. 

ii) To find out different types and patterns of synonyms in Bodo. 

iii) To understand the nuanced meaning of words in Bodo. 

1.2 Methodology of the study  

In this study, analytical method of research is used as a methodology.  

1.3 Sources of data: Both primary and secondary data has been used for the study. For primary data 

questionnaires method and for secondary data, it is collected from different published materials such 

as books, journal, dissertation, thesis etc.  

 

2. Description 

Semantic is a branch of linguistic that deals with meaning. There are many semantic structures in 

word in every language. Synonymy is one of them. It is a branch of semantic which focuses on the 

study of sameness of meaning. Synonyms are words that have the same or very similar meanings as 

another word in the same language. There are various synonyms in Bodo language also.  

2.1 Synonym in Bodo 

Rwkhwmse wngthi is used to mean synonymy or sameness of meaning in Bodo. There are various 

synonyms in Bodo. For example: 

i) radab, khաuraŋ (news) 

                                                           
1  Varshney, RL: An Introductory Text Book of Linguistic and Phonetics, p-266 

2 leech, Geoffrey: Semantics:The study of Meaning, p-94 
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zաbաd mաzaŋ radab. (great news) 

aŋ khաuraŋ bilai phͻraigasinա dͻŋ.  

( I am reading a newspaper) 

ii) zաu, zumai (alcohol) 

aŋ zաu lաŋja.  

( I don’t drink alcohol) 

nաŋ zumai lաŋdաŋ nama?  

(Are you drinking alcohol?) 

iii) zahar, ͻrͻn, hagrama (forest) 

zaharjaw gidir dͻŋphaŋ mաnա.  

(Large wood is found in forest) 

ͻrͻnaw mաsa thajա.  

(There are tigers in the forest) 

hagramajaw mաider thajա.  

(There are elephants in the forest) 

In the above examples, radab and khաuraŋ, zաu and zumai, zahar, ͻrͻn and hagrama are related to 

each other and similar in meaning. Thus, each pair are synonyms of Bodo.     

2.1.1 Types of synonymy 

There are generally three types of synonymy in linguistics. These are: 

i) Absolute synonymy 

ii) Partial synonymy 

iii) Near synonymy 

i) Absolute synonymy: Absolute synonyms are words with the same meaning with no difference. 

These are fully interchangeable. It allows one word to replace another without changing the 

deliberate message. For example: 

a) khաiphաd, ͻlͻkhͻd (Dangerous situation) 

aŋni khաiphաd sͻmaw nաŋ mͻdͻd hաpաibai. 

(You helped me in my dangerous situation) 

aŋni ͻlͻkhͻd sͻmaw nաŋ mͻdͻd hաpաibai. 

(You helped me in my dangerous situation) 

 

b) ͻraibա, zeblaibա (always) 

aŋ nաŋkhաu ͻraibա gաsաkhaŋgաn.  

(I will always remember you) 

aŋ nաŋkhաu  zeblaibա gաsաkhaŋgաn.  

(I will always remember you) 

c) khաuraŋ, radab (news)  

zաbաd mաzaŋ khաuraŋ hաphաibai dinաi.  

(You have given very good news today) 

zաbաd mաzaŋ radab hաphաibai dinաi.  

(You have given very good news today) 

In the above example khաiphաd and ͻlͻkhͻd,  ͻraibա and zeblaibա, khաuraŋ and radab has the same 

meaning without any distinction. That is why each pair is interchangeable in sentence to each other 

without changing the meaning.   

ii) Partial synonymy: Partial synonyms are words having similar but slightly difference in meaning. 

It is often be used interchangeably with a small difference and very common and useful for adding 

variety to language without changing the meaning. For example: 

a) mͻdͻd, hephazab (support, help) 

bithaŋni khamanijau aŋ gաsա gաtharաi mͻdͻd hաjա. 

( I support his work wholeheartedly) 

aŋ nաŋkhաu hephazab hաgաn.  

(I will help you). 
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b) raŋ, dաhաn (money, wealth) 

aŋha raŋ gաia.  

(I have no money). 

dehajanա dաhաn.  

(Health is wealth) 

In the above examples mͻdͻd and hephazab, raŋ and dաhաn are related to each other but slightly 

difference in meaning. Yet they can be interchangeable in sentence without affecting much in 

meaning.   

iii) Near synonymy: Near synonyms are words that are connected but have different meaning. They 

cannot always be interchangeable as replacing each other might change the meaning in sentence. For 

example: 

a) sau, haŋ (burn, roast) 

bijա saunai dau zadաŋ.  

(He is eating burn chicken ) 

bijա haŋnai dau zadաŋ.  

(He is eating roasted chicken) 

b) adͻb, khaida (technique, trick) 

gաbrab nazananաi zaphuŋsar zanw aŋnա makhase adͻbphաr phաrաŋ.  

(Teach me some techniques to be successful with hard work) 

aŋnա ese khaida phաrաŋ.  

(Teach me some tricks) 

In the above example sau and haŋ, adͻb and khaida are related to each other but different in meaning. 

sau means burn in English and haŋ means heating in English. Like that, adͻb means technique and 

khaida means tricks in English. Both pairs are related to each other but different in meaning. That is 

why they are not changeable to each other in sentence.  

2.1.2 Various types of Synonymy in Bodo: 

Besides three types of synonymy in linguistics types, there are different types of synonyms in Bodo 

also. These are: 

i) Nominal lexical synonymous: There are various nominal lexical synonymous in Bodo. For 

example: 

a) gami, phara, lagա (village) 

nաŋni gamini muŋja ma? 

(What is the name of your village?) 

aŋ nաŋsաr lagաniphrainա phաidաŋ.  

(I am coming from your village) 

nաŋ ma pharaniphrai phաidաŋ?  

(Which village are you from?) 

b) zաu, zumai (alcohol) 

aŋ zաu lաŋja.  

(I don’t drink alcohol) 

zumaija dehakhաu lasաi lasաi gazri khalamա.  

(Alcohol slowly spoils the body) 

In the above examples, gami, phara, lagա and zաu, zumai all are noun words. 

ii) Verbal (thaizajari) lexical synonymous: Various verbal lexical synonymous are there in Bodo also. 

For example: 

a) khalam, mau (do)  

nաŋ ma khalamdաŋ?  

(What are you doing?) 

nաŋ bejaͻ ma maͻdաŋ?  

(What are you doing here?) 

b) sithab, naŋthab (stick) 

nաŋ inzuraw manա sithabdաŋ?  
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(Why are you sticking on the wall?) 

nաŋ manա inzuraw naŋthabna dͻŋ?  

(Why are you sticking on the wall?) 

iii) Adjectival lexical synonymous: There are adjectival lexical synonymous in Bodo also. For 

example: 

a) gաgա, gաthar (pure, holy) 

zաŋ zeblaibա gաgա dաi lաŋnaŋgաu.  

(We should always drink pure water) 

 

Gangaja dաŋse gաthar dաima.  

(Ganga is a holy river) 

b)  sͻmaina, hainari (beautiful) 

Rakhija sase sͻmaina sikhla.  

(Rakhi is a beautiful girl) 

nաŋni megͻna haina gաnaŋ.  

(Your eyes are beautiful) 

iv) Adverbial lexical synonymous: Various adverbial lexical synonymous are there in Bodo. For 

example:   

a) zաbաd, khlab khlab (very) 

aŋ zաbաd dաi gaŋdաŋ.  

(I am very thirsty) 

aŋ khlab khlab dաi gaŋdաŋ.  

(I am very thirsty) 

2.1.3 Synonymic pattern of the Bodo 

There are various synonymic patterns in Bodo. These are: 

i) Double Scale Synonyms: If the two words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are 

called double scale synonyms. In Bodo, these types of words are much in member. For example: 

a) ͻkhaphաr (moon) 

    ukhumbri (moon) 

b) sikhaͻ (thief) 

    dakhathi (robber) 

ii) Triple Scale Synonyms: If three words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are 

called triple scale synonyms. For example: 

a) guthal (wave) 

    dաithun (wave) 

    dաhաu (wave) 

iii) Tetra-Scale Synonyms: If four words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are 

called tetra-scale synonyms. These types of words also exist in Bodo. For example: 

a) niza (own) 

    aŋgա (own) 

    ͻse (own) 

    gaͻni (own) 

iv) Penta-Scale Synonyms: If five words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are 

called penta scale synonyms. For example: 

a) ziŋ (beside)  

    ruguŋ (bank) 

    ser (beside) 

    khathi (near) 

    rաbաi (edge) 

v) Hexa-Scale Synonyms: If six words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are 

called sexi scale synonyms. For example: 

a) raha  (solution) 
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    sաlա (idea) 

    adͻb (technique) 

    khaida (trick) 

    upai (solution) 

    lama (way) 

vi) Hepta Scale Synonyms: If seven words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are 

called hepta scale synonyms. For example: 

a) gաuthum (association) 

    aphad (organization) 

    zͻthum (meeting) 

    gͻthum (association) 

    phͻsͻŋthan (institution) 

    gaisͻŋthan (establishment) 

    mel (meeting) 

vii) Multi Scale Synonyms: If more than seven expressions mean the same meaning, they are called 

multi scale synonyms. These types of expressions also exist in Bodo. For example: 

a) isաr  (God) 

    gͻsai (God) 

    ͻbͻŋlauri (God) 

    anan gͻsai (God) 

    khaŋgiri (God) 

    binan gͻsai (God) 

    nuathari (God) 

    sաrzigiri (God) 

    rաikhagiri (God) 

 

3. Findings: 

The following points are the findings of the study. These are: 

i) There are various synonyms in Bodo. 

ii) There are three types of synonyms in Bodo. These are: absolute, partial and near  

iii) In Bodo language, there are various kinds of synonyms like nominal, verbal, adjectival and 

adverbial. 

iv) In Bodo language, there are also various patterns of synonyms. These are: double scale, triple 

scale, tetra-scale, penta scale, hexa-scale, hepta-scale and multi scale synonyms.  

4. Conclusion: 

The above discussion has addressed synonyms in Bodo, its types and patterns very clearly. There are 

various synonyms in Bodo language. It has three types like absolute, partial and near. Besides that, 

there are many types of synonyms like nominal, verbal, adjectival and adverbial. It has also various 

patterns in Bodo like double scale, triple scale, tetra-scale, penta scale, hexa-scale, hepta-scale and 

multi scale synonyms. Using the similar word continually can make reading sound monotonous and 

boring. So, synonyms helps to avoid repetition of words replacing one word to another in sentence.  
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