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Abstract: Semantic is a branch of linguistic that deals with meaning. There are many semantic
structures in word in every language. Synonym is also one of them. It is a branch of semantics that
deals with similar meaning or sameness of meaning. They exist in every word and part of speech like
nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. Synonyms are two different words that have the same or very
similar meaning with each other. There are various synonyms in Bodo language also. For example:
“buhum” means ‘world’ in English. In the same way, ‘buhum’ is also utter as mulug, sonsar which
means ‘world’. They are related and similar in meaning and interchangeable in sentence. Thus they
are synonymous of Bodo. Besides that, there are various types and patterns of synonyms in Bodo.
The area of the study will confine to discuss about synonyms, its types and various patterns that
found in Bodo language.
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1. Introduction

Synonym is a branch of semantic where sense with several names is studied. Semantics is the branch
of linguistics which focuses on the study of meaning. Synonyms are two or more different words that
have the same or very similar meaning to each other. It is a word, morpheme or phrase that means
precisely or nearly the same as another word in a given language. The word synonym comes from
the Greek word ‘syn’ and ‘onoma’ which mean “together” and ‘“name” respectively. It means
synonymy refers to a relationship of sameness of meaning. According to R.L Varshney, “one sense
with several names is synonymy that is two items are synonymous when they have the same sense.
Lexical items can be regarded as synonymous if they can be interchanged without altering the
meaning of an utterance.”! Leech also defines that “synonymy is more than one form having the
same meaning”?

1.1 Aims and objectives of the study

The main aims and objectives of the study are:

i) To identify and understand synonyms in Bodo.

ii) To find out different types and patterns of synonyms in Bodo.

iii) To understand the nuanced meaning of words in Bodo.

1.2 Methodology of the study

In this study, analytical method of research is used as a methodology.

1.3 Sources of data: Both primary and secondary data has been used for the study. For primary data
questionnaires method and for secondary data, it is collected from different published materials such
as books, journal, dissertation, thesis etc.

2. Description

Semantic is a branch of linguistic that deals with meaning. There are many semantic structures in
word in every language. Synonymy is one of them. It is a branch of semantic which focuses on the
study of sameness of meaning. Synonyms are words that have the same or very similar meanings as
another word in the same language. There are various synonyms in Bodo language also.

2.1 Synonym in Bodo

Rwk"wmse wngt"i is used to mean synonymy or sameness of meaning in Bodo. There are various
synonyms in Bodo. For example:

i) radab, kMuuran (news)

1 Varshney, RL: An Introductory Text Book of Linguistic and Phonetics, p-266
2 leech, Geoffrey: Semantics:The study of Meaning, p-94
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zwbwd mwzan radab. (great news)

an k™wuran bilai phoraigasinu don.

( I am reading a newspaper)

ii) zwu, zumai (alcohol)

an zwu lwunja.

(I don’t drink alcohol)

Nuwy zumai lwndwin nama?

(Are you drinking alcohol?)

iii) zahar, oron, hagrama (forest)

zaharjaw gidir donp"an mwnu.

(Large wood is found in forest)

oronaw muwsa t"ajuu.

(There are tigers in the forest)

hagramajaw muider t"aju.

(There are elephants in the forest)

In the above examples, radab and k™wuran, zwiu and zumai, zahar, oron and hagrama are related to
each other and similar in meaning. Thus, each pair are synonyms of Bodo.

2.1.1 Types of synonymy

There are generally three types of synonymy in linguistics. These are:

i) Absolute synonymy

ii) Partial synonymy

iii) Near synonymy

i) Absolute synonymy: Absolute synonyms are words with the same meaning with no difference.
These are fully interchangeable. It allows one word to replace another without changing the
deliberate message. For example:

a) k"wip™ud, olok™od (Dangerous situation)

anni k"uip"wud somaw nwun modod hwipwibai.

(You helped me in my dangerous situation)

anni olok"od somaw nwn modad hwipuiibai.

(You helped me in my dangerous situation)

b) oraibw, zeblaibw (always)

an nunk™uu oraibw guiswkangwn.

(' will always remember you)

an nupk™uu zeblaibw guswk"angwn.

(' will always remember you)

¢) k™wuran, radab (news)

zwbwd mwzan kMuuran hwpMwibai dinwi.

(You have given very good news today)

zwbwd mwzan radab hwpwibai dinwi.

(You have given very good news today)

In the above example kMuip™ud and olok™d, oraibw and zeblaibwi, kMuuran and radab has the same
meaning without any distinction. That is why each pair is interchangeable in sentence to each other
without changing the meaning.

il) Partial synonymy: Partial synonyms are words having similar but slightly difference in meaning.
It is often be used interchangeably with a small difference and very common and useful for adding
variety to language without changing the meaning. For example:

a) modod, hep"azab (support, help)

bithanni k"amanijau an gusw guit"arwi modod hwju.

(I support his work wholeheartedly)

an nunk™uu hep"azab hwguwn.

(I will help you).
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b) ran, dmhwn (money, wealth)

apha ran guia.

(I have no money).

dehajanw dwihwn.

(Health is wealth)

In the above examples modod and hepazab, ran and dwhwin are related to each other but slightly
difference in meaning. Yet they can be interchangeable in sentence without affecting much in
meaning.

iii) Near synonymy: Near synonyms are words that are connected but have different meaning. They
cannot always be interchangeable as replacing each other might change the meaning in sentence. For
example:

a) sau, han (burn, roast)

biju saunai dau zadwn.

(He is eating burn chicken)

biju hannai dau zadwn.

(He is eating roasted chicken)

b) adob, k"aida (technique, trick)

guibrab nazananwi zap™unsar zanw angnw mak"ase adobp™wr p"wurwn.

(Teach me some techniques to be successful with hard work)

annu ese k"aida p"wurwn.

(Teach me some tricks)

In the above example sau and harn, adob and k"aida are related to each other but different in meaning.
sau means burn in English and han means heating in English. Like that, adob means technique and
k"aida means tricks in English. Both pairs are related to each other but different in meaning. That is
why they are not changeable to each other in sentence.

2.1.2 Various types of Synonymy in Bodo:

Besides three types of synonymy in linguistics types, there are different types of synonyms in Bodo
also. These are:

i) Nominal lexical synonymous: There are various nominal lexical synonymous in Bodo. For
example:

a) gami, para, lagu (village)

Nnunni gamini munja ma?

(What is the name of your village?)

an nunswr lagunip"rainu pMwidwn.

(I'am coming from your village)

nuin ma p"araniprai pMwidwn?

(Which village are you from?)

b) zwu, zumai (alcohol)

an zwu lumnja.

(I don’t drink alcohol)

zumaija dehak™uu laswi laswi gazri k"alamu.

(Alcohol slowly spoils the body)

In the above examples, gami, p"ara, lagw and zwu, zumai all are noun words.

i) Verbal (t"aizajari) lexical synonymous: Various verbal lexical synonymous are there in Bodo also.
For example:

a) k"alam, mau (do)

nur ma khalamdwn?

(What are you doing?)

nun bejad ma maodwn?

(What are you doing here?)

b) sit"ab, nant"ab (stick)

Ny inzuraw manw Sithabdwy?
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(Why are you sticking on the wall?)

N manw inzuraw nant"abna don?

(Why are you sticking on the wall?)

iii) Adjectival lexical synonymous: There are adjectival lexical synonymous in Bodo also. For
example:

a) guigw, gut"ar (pure, holy)

Zwiy zeblaibu guuguw dwi lwnnanguu.

(We should always drink pure water)

Gangaja dwse gwit'ar dwima.
(Ganga is a holy river)
b) somaina, hainari (beautiful)
Rak"ija sase somaina sik"la.
(Rakhi is a beautiful girl)
Nunni megona haina guinar.
(Your eyes are beautiful)
iv) Adverbial lexical synonymous: Various adverbial lexical synonymous are there in Bodo. For
example:
a) zwbwd, k"lab kMlab (very)
an zwbwd dwi gandun.
(I'am very thirsty)
an k"lab k"lab dwi gandwn.
(I'am very thirsty)
2.1.3 Synonymic pattern of the Bodo
There are various synonymic patterns in Bodo. These are:
i) Double Scale Synonyms: If the two words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are
called double scale synonyms. In Bodo, these types of words are much in member. For example:
a) ok"aphwr (moon)
uk"umbri (moon)
b) sik"ao (thief)
dakhat"i (robber)
if) Triple Scale Synonyms: If three words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are
called triple scale synonyms. For example:
a) gut"al (wave)
dwit'un (wave)
dwhwu (wave)
iii) Tetra-Scale Synonyms: If four words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are
called tetra-scale synonyms. These types of words also exist in Bodo. For example:
a) niza (own)
angw (own)
ase (own)
gaoni (own)
iv) Penta-Scale Synonyms: If five words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are
called penta scale synonyms. For example:
a) zin (beside)
rugun (bank)
ser (beside)
khathi (near)
rwbwi (edge)
V) Hexa-Scale Synonyms: If six words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are
called sexi scale synonyms. For example:
a) raha (solution)

Page | 112 Copyright @ 2025 Author



Juni Khyat (ST IT4) ISSN: 2278-4632
(UGC CARE Group I Listed Journal) Vol-15, Issue-07, No.03, July: 2025

swluw (idea)

adob (technique)

khaida (trick)

upai (solution)

lama (way)
vi) Hepta Scale Synonyms: If seven words have the same meaning or related to each other, they are
called hepta scale synonyms. For example:
a) guut'um (association)

aphad (organization)

zot"um (meeting)

got"um (association)

phosontan (institution)

gaisogt"an (establishment)

mel (meeting)
vii) Multi Scale Synonyms: If more than seven expressions mean the same meaning, they are called
multi scale synonyms. These types of expressions also exist in Bodo. For example:
a) iswr (God)

gosai (God)

oboplauri (God)

anan gosai (God)

khangiri (God)

binan gosai (God)

nuathari (God)

swrzigiri (God)

rwik"agiri (God)

3. Findings:

The following points are the findings of the study. These are:

i) There are various synonyms in Bodo.

i) There are three types of synonyms in Bodo. These are: absolute, partial and near

iii) In Bodo language, there are various kinds of synonyms like nominal, verbal, adjectival and
adverbial.

iv) In Bodo language, there are also various patterns of synonyms. These are: double scale, triple
scale, tetra-scale, penta scale, hexa-scale, hepta-scale and multi scale synonyms.

4. Conclusion:

The above discussion has addressed synonyms in Bodo, its types and patterns very clearly. There are
various synonyms in Bodo language. It has three types like absolute, partial and near. Besides that,
there are many types of synonyms like nominal, verbal, adjectival and adverbial. It has also various
patterns in Bodo like double scale, triple scale, tetra-scale, penta scale, hexa-scale, hepta-scale and
multi scale synonyms. Using the similar word continually can make reading sound monotonous and
boring. So, synonyms helps to avoid repetition of words replacing one word to another in sentence.
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