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Abstract 

‘In Dubious Battle’ was published in 1936 and this work in adapting the Steinbeck novel could 

provoke a nearly identical response.. Given how much he regularly strain back against traditional 

storytelling in his different efforts to date, and this strain to keep it from fully coming together 

the way one wishes it would. In this work , the first intention in organizing the fruit pickers strike 

is to awaken the people to their utilizing by orchard owners. The groups acts or retreats as a 

whole, and it realizes that some individuals must given up for the groups must be given up for 

them to survive. However, without aim, the individual relaxes and weaker members are shed, so 

the groups must be fed repeatedly to prevent the movement’s failure. 

Keywords:  communist neophyte, economic crisis, individuals, underprivileged , reciprocity, 

Indigent of brutality 

 This novel on encounter  is class based. The landowners, vendors, and local authorities 

all oppose and even oppress the workers because they belong to a lower class. Without the 

reinforcement of their  Community or the protections of government, the workers become even 

more poor. They are undesirable for their wealth but this attitude of rejection and manipulations 

only makes the workers impoverished. 

 The distinction between upper and lower class is acute because the landowners of 

“prerogative” include basic prominence. In contrast, the migrants mush shoulder these burdens 

as well as fight their own class rivals of stigma and oppression. 

Reside 

 The migrant fruit pickers suffer from poor prominence because they do not reside to the 

locals. This idea of residing or not residing is mainly rooted in emotion. It is a feeling that a 

person has, depending on how  safe, welcome, or capable they feel within a given community. In 

California, the migrant workers are treated as sub-human because they are out-siders. Their 

outsider status bars them from the community of normal protections and familiarity, so they form 

their own. Within the party, workers like Jim find a sense of belonging because they are creating 

it for themselves.  
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 They recognize the problem is the lack of acceptance and respect for each othe. Through 

the party, the fruit pickers find meaning , welcome , safety and acceptance because each new 

member is desperately needed to make the movement successful. 

 

Deal with an equity progress 

 As Jim enters the class  of economical commitment with the fruit picker party, he comes 

to recognize the power of  acquisition and system. Under Doc’s leadership the  oppressed 

migrant workers have found a hope in their unified voice. Despite having no equity progress, 

they are now active members of their community as a result of the Doc’s leadership orchestrates. 

He appeals to all the workers to become more involved so as to make their mission meaningful 

in the community. By participating in a group, individual workers are able to achieve more than 

they can afford 

 Employers must how deal with an organization that they could potentially have a solitary 

worker with . Through their co-operation, the workers find hope because they are able to 

commune with like-minded people who are similarly disenfranchised as well as a group. 

The Industrial  crisis and the Controversy pressure 

 In order to develop their potential, California is still in the  midst of a serious economic 

crisis. This situation has led to the decrease of their income. There is no unique answer or 

solution to overcome these difficulties. In all these situations there is an urgent need for this 

economic crisis. It is crucial that (strikers, opposers) can look at these challenges and 

opportunities from a co-operative perspective and look at possible innovative solutions to help 

the development in line with their values and principles. 

Reliance  and Interchange 

 A number of volunteer efforts constructs explain to overcome the dilemma of having to 

focus on short-term immediate survival and at the same time pursue longer-term, shared 

objectives. Trust and reciprocity are typically present with differing degrees of intensity in co-

operative arrangements. Trust is the ability to respond to perceived uncertainties in order to cope 

with risk while reciprocity is the norm of the give and take in exchanges. The findings provide 

implications regarding the roles of trust and reciprocity in building inter-firm relational 

commitment. 

The matter of powerful integral study 

 This paper examines the strikes that provided the basis for in Dubious Battle. It analyzes 

how Steinbeck utilized episodes from the Tagus Ranch peach strike in August of 1933 and a 

cotton strike throughout the San Joaquin valley that October. Through the  use of periodical 



Juni Khyat                                                                                 ISSN: 2278-4632 

(UGC Care Group I Listed Journal)                             Vol-10 Issue-5 No. 3 May 2020 

Page | 131                                                                          Copyright ⓒ 2020 Authors 

accounts, it examines how Steinbeck deviated from the particulars of these labour disputes to 

clarify the central themes of the novel. 

 Further this paper brings these events to bear on the representation of Mac and Jim 

Nolan, whose motives and methods have been the subjects of significant critical scrutiny. While 

Steinbeck does not necessarily present these characters in a favorable manner, In Dubious Battle 

indicates that the primary responsibility for human suffering rests on the growers since they 

preside over an economic framework that limits the opportunities available to the working class. 

Metamorphoses into blind fanaticism 

 The  Disputes refer to controversy between an employer and its employees regarding the 

terms (such as conditions of employment, fringe benefits, hours or work, tenure, wages) to be 

negotiate during collective stipulating, or the performance of already agreed upon terms. At once 

a relentlessly fast-[aced, admirably observed novel of social unrest and the story of a young 

man’s struggle for identity. 

 In Dubious Battle is set in the California apple country, where a strike by migrant 

workers against rapacious landowners spirals out of control as a principled defiance  

metamorphoses into blind fanaticism. Caught in the upheaval course of the strike, briefly 

becomes its leader, and is ultimately crushed in its service. 

Centralizes on impressionable man , society’s reaction  and growers reaction 

 It tells the tragic story of a labour strike amongst apple growers and pickers in a 

fictionalized California considered by some to be his first major novel, Steinbeck readers will 

notice many themes that would later become central focuses of his writing like labor injustices, 

group dynamics, and man’s ability for and propensity for cruelty and in humanity. 

 These same themes would later be explored in Steinbeck’s seminal work The Grapes of 

Wrath ( published in 1939 and winning the National Book Award and Pulitzer Prize and 

Steinbeck would go on to win the Nobel Prize in 1962).  

 In a style reminiscent of his work Of Mice and Men  (as well as Jack London’s writing 

due to the theme) Steinbeck tells the story of Jim Nolan, a young and impressionable man who 

has committed himself to a socialist of communist-party to take part in a labor strike between 

apple pickers and growers association. 

 Mentored (and used) by Veteran labor activist Mac Mcleod, Jim learns the fundamentals 

of labor organization and also learns the hardway, about society’s reaction to and against such 

activities. Told with sympathy towards labor movements and the nobility of the common man, 

Steinbeck remains objective and also provides some stern criticisms for socialism as well,  

especially in regard to practices that are no better than the capitalists they fight. 

Succeeded in portraying an utterly believable fiction 
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 Using strong powerful language, Steinbeck describes the enforcers of the establishment. 

Simply told with languages and images that are evocative and with a message that is timeless, In 

Dubious Battle  is one of Steinbeck’s lesser known, but more serious works. In this follows Jim, 

a newcomer to the communist party. Mac, a strike agitator takes him under his wing and off they 

go to a California apple valley, where the bosses have cut wages. 

 Here they meet a number of different individuals who represent the various sides of the 

conflict. Steinbeck’s character development is quite impressive here, considering he constructed 

an ensemble cast and breathed life into each of them so that they all appear almost real and not 

just two dimensional caricatures. And while the author originally set out to write a non-fiction 

account of a workers strike, he has succeeded in portraying this an utterly believable fiction that 

does not drag due to political agenda proselytizing. 

 While Steinbeck is for the working man, his sympathies do not make him entirely blind 

to the fallings of the “radical left”. He does question why, when man rules the earth, would man 

subject man to a sub-subsistence existence why not share the wealth well, Steinbeck points to the 

lazy, shiftless who prefer to shirk duty and steal to get by rather than do their fair share. 

 And then there’s the greedy need in some men to rule, to gather up all the wealth and 

power they can for their own selfish desire. There it is again those extremists who go screwing it 

up again for the rest of stuck in the middle. Writing novels about the poor and dispossessed in 

1930s California and in the process attracting the wrath of farmers organizations and the 

attention of the FBI gave John Steinbeck a reputation which has persisted to this day. 

Absence of  descriptive language 

 The novel works on a number of levels. As its simplest level, it analyses the process of 

manipulating a group of people to achieve a political end. However, its also an exploration of 

one of Steinbeck’s favorite themes -  group behavior and the way in which it differs from the 

behavior of individuals. The novel also functions as Jim Nolan’s bildungsroman, the 

psychological portrait of a young man moving from disaffection to self-knowledge as he 

discovers his skills and strengths. 

 Unusually for Steinbeck, the novel contains relatively little description of the natural 

world. Instead, most of the  action is contained in dialogue. However, even with the absence of 

descriptive language, there is a cinematic quality to the narrative. It could picture scenes in the 

novel as scenes from a film – detailed, vivid and striking. The characters are also striking with  a 

solidity and reality, it has come to expect from Steinbeck’s writing. 

 

 

Development of critical skills 
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 Everyone love John Steinbeck’s work not only because it was a source of entertaining 

reading but in later years. The readers awakened to the fact that his writing demonstrated a clear 

application of practical psychological concepts of Carl Jung, William James and other 

philosophical giants. They learned such ideas in development of critical skills training in 

business and industry. 

 Today’s workforce tasks require we consider so task elements not trackable using such 

antiquated methods. Based upon Steinbeck’s description and use of the concept “phalanx” refers 

to the particular quality, personality, and collective behavior of a social group or community. 

Evidence of how the idea affected Steinbeck may be clearly seen in many of his novels. The 

influence of the phalanx on a group, mob or community may be seen in books life, In Dubious 

Battle, The Moon is Down, Cannery Row, Sweet Thursday and others. 

  Mob behavior is ultimately a product of the adult maturity of the  members. It 

may appear to take on a unique character of personality like its unpredictability described by 

Mac in Dubious. It may appear to have a will of its own that is different from the wishes or 

desires of the group’s leadership, charter, or orders, the wishes of the majority of its members. 

Steinbeck’s view of personality study 

 It  may take on a personality study quite different from that of its individual members. 

 Group personality study  is a (sometimes antagonistic) corresponding to individual 

personality study 

 Group personality study may cause them to behave in a manner that individual members 

would not otherwise consider. 

Here it will add the following observations. 

 The group personality study may have a reaction similar to a shadow projection 

sometimes observed between two individuals except in this case, it is the group against 

and individual, or class.  

 The higher the adult development or individualization level of the group members, the 

less potential for negative or destructive influences. Also the higher the adult maturity the 

greater the group strength beyond its apparent numbers or resources. 

There is so much more to describe regarding group or mob behavior as it is distinguished 

with individual behavior we are so far behind in this understanding that the future looks 

bleak to say the least. 
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Conclusion 

 Some people must die in labor’s struggle to gain fair profit from their labor, and even 

party members – first Joy and later Jim – are excess for the good of the group. The “group 

man” circumstance makes the striking fruit workers react in predictable ways. When roused , 

usually by bloodshed, to fight, they move together as an unstoppable force. However, 

without an immediate goal, the organism relaxes and weaker members are shed, so the 

organism must be “fed” repeatedly to prevent the movement’s failure. 

 Devastation (loss or injury of an individual) can be repaired as long as the outstanding 

units work together toward a common aim. In pursuit of the aim, members take influence of 

every opportunity, from delivering a baby and gaining the worker’s trust to using figure of a 

slain comrade the boost morale with a ritual funeral.  

 In “Society’s good outlook, commodities should be used as a means to an end – the 

extreme good of the party. In a larger sense, the striking fruit pickers of In Dubious Battle are 

being given up for the success of future efforts.  
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